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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to examine the degree of Israeli incitement against Palestinian curricula, and the Palestinian
position to confront this incitement. The study was conducted in the first semester of the academic year
(2024/2025). The researcher used the qualitative approach using content analysis and focused interviews, where
the study community consisted of all original reports on the subject of incitement and the leadership of the
Palestinian Ministry of Education that witnessed the incitement attack. The researcher developed a study tool,
which is questions specific to the leadership of the Ministry of Education that witnessed the major attack of
Israeli incitement against Palestinian curricula, as well as a tool to analyze the content of official reports
issued by the Ministry of Education that were issued in this regard. The results of the study showed that there
is a high degree of Israeli incitement against Palestinian curricula, that Israeli incitement aims to undermine
Palestinian identity and reformulate the historical narrative. There is official Western support represented by
linking aid to the Palestinians to changing curricula, and there are foreign research and study centers that
provide Israeli incitement with baseless allegations. There are also great efforts by the Ministry of Education
and relevant institutions to stand against this incitement and refute it. The study recommended the need to
establish study centers specialized in Israeli curricula to study incitement and racial discrimination in them,
as well as forming a national team from all relevant ministries and institutions to address the issue of Israeli
incitement against curricula, and increasing Palestinian activity at the international level to stop incitement.
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INTRODUCTION

Changing or developing educational curricula has
become one of the issues that has increasingly
attracted the attention of educators due to the
importance of education as the foundation upon
which nations seeking progress and development
rely (Al-Mutawwa, 2009). The concept of curriculum
improvement refers to introducing specific
modifications to certain parts of the curriculum
without changing its basic concepts or overall
structure. Curriculum development, however, is
more comprehensive, as it includes all aspects of the
school curriculum and its elements, in addition to
teaching methods, instructional media, learning
activities, evaluation methods and tools, school
administration, school libraries, and teacher guides.
Development aims to bring the object being
developed to the best possible form so that it achieves
its goals efficiently in terms of time, effort, and cost
(Saadah & Ibrahim, 2014).

In every country, particularly in Palestine,
curricula are considered a sovereign matter because
of their close connection with national identity and
narrative. Palestinian curricula therefore play an
important role in preserving the national narrative
and strengthening it among younger generations.

The discussion of violations committed by the
occupation against Palestinian education has become
a prominent issue locally and internationally. The
concept of curriculum may refer to the narrow
meaning (the textbook) or the broader meaning that
includes all experiences intended to achieve
comprehensive student development, including
educational activities inside and outside the school
and involving students, teachers, schools, and the
educational environment (Al-Hawari & Qasim,
2016).

Study Problem and Questions:

While working in the Palestinian Ministry of
Education and due to his proximity to
decision-making and educational policy formulation,
the researcher observed the level of pressure exerted
on the Ministry's leadership to modify Palestinian
curricula under the claim that they incite violence.
Foreign delegations repeatedly visited Ministry
officials and, in many cases, threatened to cut
financial support. These pressures were justified by
Israeli and foreign reports, including those issued by
organizations such as IMPACT-se, claiming that
Palestinian educational curricula promote terrorism.

Accordingly, the research problem emerged in
order to answer the following questions:

1. What are the Israeli objectives behind incitement
against Palestinian curricula?

2. What allegations has Israel used in its campaign
against Palestinian curricula?

3. What procedures and tools were used by Israel in
incitement against Palestinian curricula?

4. What is the Palestinian position in confronting
these accusations?

Study Objectives

This study aims to:1. Identify Israeli objectives
behind incitement against Palestinian curricula.2.
Monitor the allegations wused in incitement
campaigns.3. Track the procedures and tools used in
these campaigns.4. Identify the Palestinian position
in confronting such incitement.

Study Limitations:

The study results are limited to:1. Analysis of
major documents and reports related to the
incitement campaign and interviews with leadership
figures in the Ministry of Education.2. The time
period of the study, which was the first semester of
the 2024/2025 academic year.3. The suitability and
validity of the study tools in examining Israeli
incitement against Palestinian curricula and the
Palestinian response.

Definitions

IncitementIncitement refers to the campaign
launched by the Israeli occupation against
Palestinian curricula since the publication of the first
Palestinian curriculum in 2000. This campaign
continues through Israeli institutions claiming to be
independent research centers but which are
politically oriented. These institutions use falsified
examples or quotes taken out of context from
textbooks to mislead international public opinion
and influence donor institutions supporting
Palestinian education (Ministry of Education, 2020).

Operational definition

the set of allegations, activities, policies, and
decisions taken by Israel to undermine Palestinian
curricula and distort their image regionally and
internationally.

Curriculum

The educational curriculum is defined as an
educational plan consisting of objectives, content,
methods, instructional tools, activities, and
evaluation methods derived from the philosophy of
education and connected to the learner and society.
It is implemented through educational situations
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inside and outside the classroom to contribute to the
comprehensive development of the learner's
personality (Al-Mutairi, 2020).

Operational definition

the set of school textbooks developed by the
Palestinian Curriculum Center by educational
experts across scientific and humanities fields from
grade 1 to grade 12.

Palestinian Position : This refers to diplomatic and
political efforts carried out in coordination with the
Palestinian diplomatic corps to confront the
incitement campaign against Palestinian curricula in
international arenas in Europe and the United States.
These efforts included discussions with high-level
political and diplomatic actors (Ministry of
Education, 2022).

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

The educational curriculum consists of four main
elements: objectives, content, teaching methods, and
evaluation (Bouhanna et al., 2020). Continuous
curriculum evaluation plays an important role in
improving and developing curricula. In Palestine,
curriculum development is an ongoing process based
on feedback from the educational field and
evaluation results (Al-Kilani, 2024).

However, curriculum changes linked to foreign
conditions and Israeli allegations of incitement have been
rejected in Palestine because they undermine Palestinian
sovereignty (Jamous, 2024; Khudour, 2024).

Incitement Against Palestinian Curricula

Curricula in every country, particularly in
Palestine, are considered a sovereign national matter
because of their close connection with identity and
the national narrative. For this reason, decisions
related to curricula must remain independent
national decisions rooted in Palestinian identity.
Given the systematic targeting of the Palestinian
narrative —its people, land, culture, and history —the
Palestinian curriculum plays a crucial role in
preserving the national narrative and embedding its
values among younger generations.

The Palestinian Ministry of Education
continuously develops school curricula based on
feedback from the educational field and on the
results of ongoing evaluations. As part of these
efforts, the Ministry decided to develop new school
curricula beginning in the academic year 2015/2016.
The framework of the new curriculum and its
knowledge structure were completed in early 2016,
after which the process of writing and producing
textbooks began.

More than four hundred textbooks were
produced within less than three years. However,
after their publication it became evident that some
textbooks required revisions and improvements at
different levels. These differences were partly
attributed to weaknesses in quality assurance
systems used in writing and reviewing textbooks.

The campaign of incitement against Palestinian
curricula began during the preparation of the first
Palestinian national curriculum in the late 1990s and
has continued in various forms until today. This
campaign primarily targeted core elements of the
Palestinian narrative including history, geography,
Jerusalem, refugees, and the reality of occupation
and resistance.

The campaign intensified after the launch of the
second national curriculum in 2016. Organized
pressure groups led this campaign through reports
and media publications accompanied by
unprecedented incitement activities directed
particularly at policymakers and legislators in
Europe and the United States. The goal of these
campaigns has consistently been to distort the
Palestinian narrative and portray the curricula as
promoting violence and hatred.

Israeli reports and studies used in the incitement
campaign include several documents prepared by
foreign and Israeli institutions, such as reports issued
by the IMPACT-se organization, which claims to
monitor curricula in the Middle East. These reports
accused Palestinian textbooks of encouraging
extremism, promoting violence, and denying Israel’s
existence.

In addition, several reports claimed that
Palestinian textbooks encourage radicalization
among students and glorify martyrdom and
resistance while rejecting negotiations. Other reports
claimed that the curriculum incorporates extremist
ideological perspectives and contains antisemitic
themes.

In contrast, Palestinian officials and scholars
argue that these accusations rely on selective
quotations or fabricated examples taken out of
context.  Palestinian  educational authorities
emphasize that the curriculum promotes values such
as justice, human rights, freedom, and national
identity while reflecting the social and historical
reality experienced by Palestinian society.

Judaization of Palestinian Education in
Jerusalem

Despite the extensive media campaign against
Palestinian education in the West Bank, Gaza, and
Jerusalem, the education sector in Jerusalem has been
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the most affected. Israeli authorities allocated more
than 2.1 billion shekels within a five-year plan to
impose Israeli educational policies in Jerusalem.
These policies include attempts to replace Palestinian
curricula with Israeli curricula and to modify or
distort Palestinian textbooks, particularly in schools
administered by the municipality.

Private and community schools in Jerusalem have
been required to obtain licenses from Israeli
authorities in order to receive financial support. At
the same time, these schools have been threatened
with license withdrawal if they continue teaching the
Palestinian curriculum. Schools are pressured to use
modified or distorted textbooks instead of the
original Palestinian textbooks.

Municipal authorities in Jerusalem have also
introduced changes to Palestinian textbooks by
altering historical and national content related to
Palestinian identity. These altered books are then
printed and distributed to Palestinian schools in
Jerusalem. Palestinian officials consider these actions
a direct violation of educational rights and a
deliberate attempt to alter the Palestinian national
narrative.

Sovereignty of Palestinian Curricula

Palestinian curricula occupy a central place
within the Palestinian educational system. The
Ministry of Education therefore seeks continuously
to update curricula, teaching methods, and
educational tools in order to keep pace with
developments in  knowledge, educational
technology, and learning methodologies.

At the same time, Palestinian authorities stress
that curricula are a sovereign national matter closely
linked to Palestinian identity and national narrative.
The campaign against Palestinian curricula is
therefore viewed as a political campaign aimed at
distorting Palestinian historical, cultural, and social

identity.
Several studies conducted by Israeli and
international researchers have also examined

educational content used in Israeli schools. Some of
these studies argue that Israeli textbooks themselves
contain narratives that marginalize Palestinians,
distort Palestinian history, and deny the existence of
Palestinian national identity.

For this reason, strengthening the sovereignty of
Palestinian curricula requires rejecting conditional
foreign funding that demands changes to
educational content. Palestinian policymakers
emphasize the importance of national funding for
education in order to ensure the independence of
educational decision-making.

Previous Studies

Several previous studies addressed the topic of
incitement against Palestinian education and the
challenges facing the Palestinian educational system
under Israeli occupation.

Al-Kilani (2024) aimed to document violations
committed by the occupying authority against
education in Palestine and attempts to erase the
Palestinian national narrative through accusations that
Palestinian textbooks incite violence and terrorism. The
study adopted a qualitative approach and relied on
content analysis of official documents issued by the
Palestinian Ministry of Education. The study concluded
that the development of Palestinian curricula must
remain a sovereign national decision consistent with
the Palestinian narrative and national constants.

Dweikat and Rabaya (2023) examined the impact
of Israeli military checkpoints on the educational
process in Palestinian schools from the perspective of
teachers in the Jordan Valley. The study followed a
descriptive field approach and included a sample of
40 teachers from Tubas Governorate. The results
showed that Israeli checkpoints have a significant
negative effect on the educational process and on
students’ psychological well-being.

Abu Asab (2022) investigated the procedures used
by the Israeli Ministry of Education to monitor
Palestinian history textbooks in East Jerusalem
schools and the effect of these procedures on national
identity. The study analyzed Palestinian textbooks
from grade five to grade ten and compared them
with modified versions produced under Israeli
supervision. The results indicated that Israeli
interventions represent a serious challenge to
Palestinian educational identity.

Abu Ghazaleh (2021) studied the impact of the
“Israelization” of curricula on national culture
among residents of Jerusalem. The research adopted
a descriptive analytical method and included a
sample of 230 teachers in Jerusalem schools. The
results indicated that curriculum distortion
significantly affects national awareness and cultural
identity among students.

Quwaider (2019) examined the challenges facing
the modernization of Palestinian curricula in light of
Israeli incitement from the perspective of educational
supervisors. The study used a descriptive analytical
method and relied on questionnaire data collected
from educational supervisors in Gaza. The results
revealed that the challenges facing curriculum
development are significant and require coordinated
political, diplomatic, and educational responses.

Other studies, such as Zahd (2016) and Abu Jaber
(2017), focused on the influence of Israeli educational
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policies on Palestinian students in Jerusalem. These
studies highlighted the negative consequences of
multiple education systems in Jerusalem and the
political pressures placed on Palestinian schools.

Commentary on Previous Studies

The current study is consistent with several
previous studies that addressed Israeli interference
in Palestinian education and the difficulties faced by
Palestinian ~ educational  institutions = under
occupation. However, this study differs from earlier
research in its focus on incitement against Palestinian
curricula specifically, particularly school textbooks.

In addition, this study relies entirely on a
qualitative research approach and uses multiple tools
including interviews with senior policymakers and
content analysis of official documents and reports.

METHODOLOGY AND PROCEDURES
Research Methodology

To achieve the objectives of the study, the
researcher adopted a qualitative research approach.
This approach involved analyzing the theoretical
framework and previous studies related to the
research topic, conducting personal interviews with
policymakers, and analyzing official documents and
reports. The purpose was to describe the
phenomenon, analyze it, and extract meaningful
conclusions relevant to the research problem.

Sources of Data

The researcher relied on several sources for
collecting data:

1. Literature review: analyzing previous studies
and documents related to the topic. 2. Personal
interviews: interviews were conducted with senior
leaders and policymakers in the Palestinian Ministry
of Education who were directly involved during the
peak of the incitement campaign against Palestinian
curricula.3. Official documents and reports issued by
the Ministry of Education.

The interviews were conducted with high-level
officials who participated directly in responding to
the incitement campaign and who had extensive
experience in educational policy. Each interview

lasted more than one hour, and in some cases
follow-up interviews were conducted in order to
obtain detailed and accurate information.

Validity and Reliability of the Interviews
Validity

The interview questions were prepared by the
researcher based on previous literature and
professional experience. Four main questions were
formulated and reviewed by specialists and experts
in the field. Based on their feedback, some
modifications were made to improve the clarity and
relevance of the questions.

Reliability

To ensure reliability, the researcher conducted
repeated interviews separated by a period of seven
days. The responses were then analyzed and
compared to ensure consistency in the findings.

Data Analysis

The researcher analyzed qualitative data collected
from interviews and official documents using
grounded theory techniques. The analysis involved
carefully reviewing interview transcripts, identifying
key concepts, coding responses, grouping similar
ideas into subcategories, and then organizing them
into broader thematic categories. Percentages were
calculated to summarize the frequency of responses.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The results of the study were derived from two
primary sources: interviews conducted with senior
leaders in the Palestinian Ministry of Education and
the analysis of official reports and documents issued
by the Ministry. The findings were organized
according to the main research questions.

Israeli Objectives Behind Incitement Against
Palestinian Curricula

Interview responses indicated that Israeli objectives
focus primarily on weakening the Palestinian Authority
internationally, undermining Palestinian national
identity, and reducing international financial support
for Palestinian education.

Objective Percentage

Weakening the Palestinian Authority in international forums 60%

Undermining Palestinian national identity 40%

Reducing financial support for the Palestinian Authority 40%

Israeli Allegations Used in the Incitement Campaign

Allegation Percentage

Curricula promote resistance against the Israeli occupation 60%

Distorting facts related to Jerusalem and the Right of Return 60%

Erasing Palestinian heritage 40%
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Tools Used in the Incitement Campaign

Tool Percentage

Use of Israeli diplomatic leaders through conferences and research centers 100%

International incitement through media 60%

Filing international cases against Palestinian curricula 60%

Palestinian Response to the Incitement Campaign

Response Percentage

Diplomatic meetings with international officials and parliaments 80%

Awareness campaigns through media and workshops 80%

Analyzing curriculum content to refute allegations 60%

Documenting Israeli violations in international forums 40%

CONCLUSION

The findings demonstrate that the Israeli
incitement campaign against Palestinian curricula
is primarily political in nature and aims to
weaken Palestinian national identity and
influence international perceptions of Palestinian
education. Both interviews and official
documents confirm that the allegations often rely
on selective or misleading interpretations of
educational content.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Conduct follow-up studies examining incitement
against Palestinian curricula.

2. Establish research centers specializing in analyzing
Israeli curricula and discriminatory narratives.

3. Form a national team from relevant ministries to
confront Israeli incitement campaigns.

4. Strengthen cooperation with international
educational and human rights organizations.

5. Increase national funding for education to protect
the independence of Palestinian curricula.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

The author would like to express sincere
appreciation and gratitude to Palestine Technical
University for its continuous academic support and
for providing an encouraging research environment
that contributed significantly to the completion of
this study. The author also acknowledges the
valuable role of the university in promoting scientific
research and supporting academic initiatives that
advance knowledge and education

ARABIC REFERENCES

Abu Jaber, Ibrahim Hassan. (2017). The imposition of the Israeli educational curriculum on schools in East
Jerusalem strengthens citizenship and Israeli sovereignty over the city [paper presentation]. Jerusalem
in the Palestinian National Scene, An-Najah National University.

Abu Asab, Mervat Ighbariya. (2022). The modified Palestinian curricula in history and their impact on national
identity in East Jerusalem schools. Journal of the Faculty of Education (Assiut), 38(8.2), 213-232.

Abu Ghazaleh, Nabila Saleh Abdel Latif. (2021). Israelization of curricula and its impact on the national culture
of the residents of the city of Jerusalem: The case of teachers in Jerusalem schools [unpublished master’s
thesis]. An-Najah National University.

Bouhanna, Sabrina, Bakha, Nabila, Bouhbel, Nasira, & Boujahoud, Nihad. (2020). The educational curriculum
in Islamic education and its relationship to academic achievement among first-year middle-school
students from the perspective of teachers [unpublished master’s thesis]. Mohamed Seddik Ben Yahia
University, Jijel, Algeria.

Al-Hawari, Mohammed, & Qasim, Mohammed. (2016). Introduction to the science of educational curricula. Dar
Al-Kutub, 1st edition, Sana’a University, Sana’a, Yemen.

Jamous, Abdel Hakim. (2024). Director General of the Humanities Unit, Curriculum Center, Palestinian
Ministry of Education (personal interview).

Khudour, Sadeq. (2024). Director General of Public and International Relations, Palestinian Ministry of
Education (personal interview).

Dweikat, Fakhri, & Rabaya, Mohammed. (2023). The impact of Israeli military checkpoints on the educational
process in Palestinian schools as perceived by male and female teachers of the Jordan Valley. Journal
of the Faculty of Basic Education, 20(120), 870-894.

Rabay’a, Mohammed Tawfiq Mahmoud, & Rabay’a, Mazen Ahmad Mahmoud. (2020). The role of the Israeli
occupation in the educational process of Jordan Valley schools from the perspective of male and female

SCIENTIFIC CULTURE, Vol. 12, No. 4, (2026), pp. 6219-6226



6225 ISRAELI INCITEMENT AGAINST PALESTINIAN CURRICULA, AND THE PALESTINIAN POSITION...

teachers of the Jordan Valley. Al-Fath Journal, 24(2), 179-195.

Zaid, Tharwat. (2024). Former Head of the Curriculum Center, Palestinian Ministry of Education (personal
interview).

Zahd, Reham Hashem. (2016). The impact of Israeli educational policy on the public awareness of Palestinian
youth in East Jerusalem schools [unpublished master’s thesis]. An-Najah National University.

Saadah, Jawdat Ahmad, & Ibrahim, Abdullah Mohammed. (2014). The contemporary school curriculum (7th
ed.). Amman, Jordan: Dar Al-Fikr.

Saleh, Basri. (2024). Deputy Minister, Palestinian Ministry of Education (personal interview).

Quwaider, Manal Naaman. (2019). The degree of challenges facing the modernization of the new Palestinian
curriculum in light of Israeli incitement from the viewpoint of educational supervisors and ways of
overcoming them. Hebron University Journals, 14(1), 117-146.

Al-Kilani, Tharwat. (2024). Claims of the occupying authority regarding the incitement of Palestinian curricula
toward violence and terrorism and non-compliance with UNESCO standards. Al-Maqdisiyah Journal,
Issue 23.

Al-Mutawwa, Maryam bint Ali bin Mohammed. (2009). Strategy for changing educational curricula. Master’s
thesis, Ministry of Education.

Al-Mutairi, Sarah. (2020). Ibn Sahnun’s creativity in organizing the classroom environment through the
elements and principles of the educational curriculum. Journal of the Faculty of Education, 3(186), Al-
Azhar University / Umm Al-Qura University, Saudi Arabia.

Nasser, Khuloud. (2024). Former Director General of Public and International Relations, Palestinian Ministry of
Education (personal interview).

Al-Natsheh, Naima Numan Ishaq. (2020). Difficulties facing schools of challenge and steadfastness in Hebron
Governorate [unpublished master’s thesis]. Hebron University.

Palestinian Ministry of Education. (2023). Sovereignty of the Palestinian national curriculum (Report No. 1).
Ramallah, Palestine.

Ministry of Education. (2023). Palestinian curricula and allegations of incitement: Positions of the relevant
parties (Report No. 2). Ramallah, Palestine.

Ministry of Education. (2020). Forgery of Palestinian curricula (A state crime) (Report No. 3). Ramallah,
Palestine.

Ministry of Education. (2023). Protecting Palestinian education in Jerusalem from Israelization (Report No. 4).
Ramallah, Palestine.

Ministry of Education. (2023). Position paper on Palestinian curricula (Report No. 5). Ramallah, Palestine.

Ministry of Education. (2021). Position paper on Palestinian curricula (Report No. 7). Ramallah, Palestine.

Ministry of Education. (2022). Position paper: Israelization of education in Jerusalem (Report No. 6). Ramallah,
Palestine.

ENGLISH REFERENCES

Abukhayran <Ashraf Mohammed Hasan. (2010). Palestinian Curriculum from an Israeli Perspective. The
University of Granada

Eldad, J. P. (2017, April). Palestinian Elementary School Curriculum 2016- 2017: Radicalization and Revival of
The PLO Program. Impact-se. Available: https://www.impact-se.org/wp-content/uploads/PA-
Curriculum-2017- Revised.pdf.

Eldad, J. P. (2018), September. The New Palestinian Curriculum—2018-19 Update —Grades 1-12. Impact-se.
Available: HTTPs:/ /www.impact-se.org/wp-content/ uploads/The-New-PA-2018-Curriculum_
Grades-1-12.pdf.

Georg Eckert. Institute for International Textbook Research. Report on Palestinian Textbooks. 2021.urn: nbn:
de:20220-2021, Available https:// researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CDP-2021-
0105/ CDP- 2021-0105.pdf

Impact-se. (2019, September 3). The New Palestinian Curriculum: By the Numbers Quantitative Analysis of the
Current Palestinian Ministry of EducationCurriculum.Available:https://www.impact-se.org/wp-
content/uploads/By-the-Numbers-Quantative-Analysis-on-PA-Curriculum.pdf

Impact-se. (2019, September). The Rejection of Peace: References to Peace Agreements, Israel, and Jews, Now -
- Removed from PA Curriculum Gradesl-12—pre-2016.Available:https://www.impact-se.org/wp-
content/ uploads/Rejection-of-Peace_-Changes-from-Pre-2016-PA-Curricula.pdf

SCIENTIFIC CULTURE, Vol. 12, No. 4, (2026), pp. 6219-6226



6226 AHMAD AMAR

Impact-se. (2021, May). The 2020-21 Palestinian School Curriculum Grades

OGAR, O.E.,, & AWHEN, O. F. (2015) Teachers Perceived Problems Of Curriculum Implementation In Tertiary
Institutions In Cross River State Of Nigeria. ) Journal of Education and Practice,

Position Paper II - Incitement Against Palestinian Curricula(2020). Ministry of Education

State of Palestine Ministry of Education,(2020 ). Ongoing inctatment Against The Palestinian Curricula Position
Paper II

Traxler, John, Khlaif, Zuheir, Nevill, Alan, Affouneh, Saida, Salha, Soheil,

Zuhdi,Ali and Trayek, Fuad. (2019). Living under occupation: Palestinian teachers’ experiences and their digital
responses. Research in Learning Technology, (27). https://journal.alt.ac.uk/index.php/rlt/
article/view /2263

SCIENTIFIC CULTURE, Vol. 12, No. 4, (2026), pp. 6219-6226



